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MUST BOOKS 


August 1 


Kennedy, Margaret Rinehart 
LUCY CARMICHAEL $3.00 


Easy reading, pleasant for the most part, though perhaps not so stimulat 
ing as The Feast. The central character, Lucy Carmichael, is a convincing person, 
from the bubbling effervescence of her youth, as she plans for the wedding that 
never came off, to the months in which there seemed complete snuffing out of color 
and vitality. Then came the period when she found herself again in identification 
with the village and the cultural project of which she seemed the key; and finally 
her sudden awareness that once again she was a whole person, keen for a new life, 
and through with the pains of readjustment, rebirth. The denouement will be tho- 
roughly satisfactory for the romantic. Full-flavored, delightfully English - and 
with the Literary Guild selection, it will be off to a good start. 


August 6 


Monsarrat, Nicholas Knopf 
THE CRUEL SEA $305 1.00 


* "But the men are the stars of the story. The only heroines are the 
ships and the only villain the cruel sea itself." And so it is, this engrossing, 
enormous reccrd of the years 1939 and on into 1945, of Atlantic convoy duty aboard 
the corvette, Compass Rose, and later, on the Saltash, a frigate. Lt. Com. Ericson, 
with a new job, a new ship, and a new crew, is also faced with a new kind of war as 
an escort of the Western Approaches Command. The training in Scotland gives them 
faith in what they had called either "a natural bastard", a "crap barge or "gash 
boat" as the ship responds as quickly as they. There is the shakedown and the shock 
of the first convoy, the gradual welding together of the regular RN's and the “hos- 
tilities only", the building up of a good ship as the Compass Rose reveals her per- 
sonality, dependability and ability as a watchdog and an anti-U-boat hunter. The 
refit, after two years of grim incidents, brings changes in many of the lives; they 
roam from the Mediterranean to the Arctic and there the Compass Rose meets her end, 
as do 80 out of the 91 aboard. Ericson and his First are confronted with a fresh 
group to man the Saltash and again the qualities of those in command band them into 
an efficient unit, ready for the eye-opener of a refit in New York, the Normandy in- 
vasion and the surrender of the U-boats at the end of the European war. 


This is the time-track; the sound-track misses nothing of untidy battle and 
gruesome death, ribald and masculine comedy, personal and marital problems, tangible 
and intangible changes against the progress of the war; the horror, terror, elation 
and pity on the human front and the unrelenting, ever-waiting merciless and impersonal 
sea. A book that speaks to you and makes you part of its story. August Book-of =the= 


Month. 
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Entertainment chiefly-but watch these 
Mid-Summer fare, with adventure and romance predominating Above average- Kenneth Fear- 
ing’s LONELIEST GIRL IN THE WORLD ( Harcourt ) and Paul Wellman’s THE IRON MISTRESS @ 
(Doubleday) In mysteries, spot BY-LINE FOR MURDER, by Andrew Garve (Harper). 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
, H 
July 19 
Fearing, Kenneth Harcourt, Brace 
LONELIEST GIRL IN THE WORLD $3.00 


A suspense-science setting for the story of Ellen Vaughn, currently unmarried 
and involved in the issues which the accidental deaths of her father and older brother 
have brought about. For the acoustical inventions and productions of her somewhat fabu- 
lous father are the focus of inimical business interests; through his wire recordings 
she learns the treachery of a possible fiance and because of the danger of a search for 
a block of stock, also wire-recorded, she sets up a new coding for the files. In her 
audio-backtracking and with intense concentration on her father's idiosyncrasies and 
methods, she finally unearths not only the stock information but a tape of the conversa- 
tion between her father and her brother which gives her the power-weapon she needs. In 
line with the hunt techniques of 7he Big Clock, this offers superior mental entertainment. 


July 26 


Wellman, Paul I. Doubleday 
THE IRON MISTRESS $3.00 


*A quite extraordinary piece of historical recreation in a biographical novel 
based on the life of Jim Bowie, whose name has been immortalized in the "bowie knife". 
From the time of his youthful invasion of the effete city of New Orleans, still much @} 
more French and Spanish than American in 1817, to his death in the Alamo in 1836, his 
was a life teeming with the spirit and mood of a frontier region. Bowie, fresh from 
the untutored bayous, found New Orleans and particularly its women, tempting and allur- 
ing and defeating. He won renown of sorts as a duellist; his famous knife-"the iron mis- 
tress"- served him well; but romance caught him unaware and hurt him to the core, lessen- 
ing his manhood. New Orleans- Natchez - eventually Texas where, in Mexican Bexar he be-= 
came a Mexican, married a Mexican belle who gave him his brief era of sheer happiness- 
such was the shifting background against which his prowess, his dauntless courage, his 
ingenuity in achieving impossible goals won him fame perhaps beyond his deserts. It is 
@ vigorous story, lusty, vital, primarily a man's story- and good Americana. Once again 
Paul Wellman shows how impossible it is to label and pigeonhole his talents. 


August 1 





Bottume, Carl Little, Brown 
SAILOR'S CHOICE $3.00 








A tight narrative of hazard which sustains an even excitement as it spirals 
to catastrophe when Jed Simpson, a turtler in the waters off Key West, takes on a job 
running @ shipment of guns to British Honduras. Timing his transactions smoothly, from 
his contact with Gonzales to the loading up by night, Jed rides out a storm to his ar- 
rival in Belize where the guns are to be sold,, but where he heads into trouble with 
Gonzales over Nina, the daughter of Gonzales’ partner in this deal. Unable to collect 
his money, unwilling to give up Nina, Jed is betrayed by Gonzales to the police, escapes 
in a shooting action during which his father is killed, heads out to sea with the cargo © 
which is now worthless... A short run in dangerous waters, this is effective entertainment. 
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August 1 


Butler, Gerald Rinehart 
BLOW HOT, BLOW COLD $2.75 


Again some softer emotion and concentrated action which flirts with vio- 
lance, in the triple play between a hellcat, a heel, and the woman who loved him 
as Odette refuses to marry Peter Rawson until he returns to England and gives up 
an easy life on the Cote d'Azur, skippering boats for rich women. But Peter, who 
needs money to buy his way back into his country, hires out to Janet who had once 
been his mistress, is unable to keep his distance, finds that he has been used in 
@ smuggling racket which ends in a skirmish with the customs officers. And when 
he does make his break from Janet, back to Odette, it is Odette who sends him 
on to England alone, in the doubtful hope that he will make a fresh start... A 
patterned but practised performance which stays on edge with a dead minimum of 
interference. 


August 2 


Severn, Catherine Doubleday 
THE RECKLESS HEART $3.00 


Report repeated from page 8 of the January lst bulletin, as follows: 
“Love, in rather luminous terms, and emotions right up there on the surface, as Mar’ 
Cullen carries back to her childhood in old Virginny (West) and to the house on 
Bretton Road where her father, Alfred Vries, subjected them to the shame of debt and 
the scandal of his many mistresses. But particularly it is the story of Lisbee, a 
honeypot, who emerges from the ostracism of her schoolmates to the courtship of Nel-= 
son Etheridge, rich, handsome and first family. And from flirtatious flurries to 
secret trysts, their love progresses to the sanction of both families, only for Lis- 
bee to face humiliation at Mrs. Etheridge's hands after her father provokes new 
trouble by bringing his mistress to his home. Lisbee elopes with another suitor, 
but it is her mother who effects the reconciliation with Nelson after an annulment 
is attained. ...That clement climate where belles are more beautiful, the pursuit 
of love is more imperious, and feelings fluster freely, this is strictly feminine in 
its appeal and only rental in its destination." 


August 7 


Hanley, Gerald Macmillan 
THE CONSUL AT SUNSET $3.00 


A remote outpost of Empire in the unremunerative wastes of the African 
desert in the war year of 1943, finds three young Englishmen and their old~line Col- 
onel faced with a tribal war over water hole rights. There's Captain Turnbull, who 
rose from the ranks and is despised for it by his superior officer, Milton, a polit~- 
ical officer, dominated by his native mistress. With Milton's murder, Sole, the 
weak Liberal, succeeds him but is equally incapable of meeting the situation. In the 
end, all are finished,- two dead, Turnbull disgraced; only the Colonel remains, un- 
touched by the doubts and despairs of his subordinates, yet uneasy over the pulse of 
change. A brief novel, with a situation such as a Kipling, a Conrad or a Joyce Cary 
could have handled with insight and skill lacking in this book. 


August 13 


Bell, Sam Hanna Dutton 
DECEMBER BRIDE $3.00 





A sparse, slow growing thorn bush of domestic crises sprouting on somewhat 
acrid Gaelic earth. When Sarah Gomartin, a cool, determined lass, arrived with her 
widowed mother to work on the Echlin farm, she felt she had found a home under the 
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protection of old Andrew and his two sons, - strong and hard-working Hamilton, and gay 

Frank. After the death of Andrew, however, Sarah finds herself under pressure from her 

mother and Rev. Sorleyson to leave the undesirable situation caused by her unmarried 

state. But Sarah remains in the home she loves, and eventually becomes the mother of @ 
two Echlin weans, refusing to marry "simply to make everything smooth from the outside". 
Sarah's decision brings-through the years-misery to some, strength to others, and anta- 

gonism from the village. Yet Sarah, for the sake of her grown daughter is married at 

last to Hamilton by Sorleyson's son-in a ceremony of lifeless mockery. Deep country soil 


but no dirt. 


August 27 
Crown 


Houston, Margaret Bell 
BRIDE'S ISLAND $3.00 


In this pretty Southern dimity, some likeable ladies couple for better with 
some pleasant gentlemen, amid the patterings of a female-dominated Texas mansion. After 
the marriage of her pretty widowed mother, Victoria Blue, aged nine, journeyed in 1886 
to live with the kin of her new Papa, Jeremy Larke. The household of Bride's Island, 
ruled with a firm hand by stern Aunt Lutie, ran on an inflexible schedule in spite of the 
flirtatious inclinations of vain Aunt Nep who stole her daughter Megan's first love, a 
handsome Creole, right from behind her thin, resigned little back. Brother Harl, tempted 
by the man-collecting Easterner, Delphine, has his troubles too. However, at the close 
of the book Aunt Nep is the only loser, not only failing to secure a third husband but 
also seeing the neighboring land she had coveted go to Megan and her husband. With its 
gentle rustling of bustles, a pleasant lending library item. 


SHIVERS AND WITHERS 


June 15 
© 


Avalon 


Ames, Jennifer 
AFTER TOMORROW $2.50 


A second chance for June, a nurse, accused of negligence in the death of a 
patient, when she goes to Australia where she falls in love with Ken Wyman, is hired 
to take care of his bedbound grandmother. Dismissing the old woman's befuddled alleg- 
ations against her granddaughter- by marriage, June again loses her patient, but this 
time she fights to clear her name and establish the evidence of murder... Palpably, 


passably, for rent. 
July 16 


London, Jack World Publishing 
THE SUN-DOG TRAIL and Other Stories $2.50 


A dozen yarns, hewn out of the crudeness and rawness of the West Jack London 
knew, and virile, lusty tales they are. Dogs and men - creatures of the wilds- life 
on the sea- coastal traders and oyster pirates, a motley crew. The stories are drawn 
from varied sources, written between 1906 and 1920, and are representative, although 
not as familiar, perhaps, as might be expected. Good introduction to Jack London- and 


should have a plus sale for young adults. Table of Contents includes:-Zhe Sun Dog Trail; 
wn Wolf; The Strength of the Strong; The Shadow and the Flash; Moonface; At the 


Rainbow's End; To Build a Fire; Make Westing; Too Much Gold; A Son of the Sun; A Raid 
the Oyster Pirates; Love of Life 


July 19 
Upfield, Arthur W. Doubleday © 
THE NEW SHOE $2.50 


An Australian coastal community, where Detective Napoleon Bonaparte worries 
through the case of the corpse found in the cupboard of a lighthouse. An inquisitive 
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dog, a new shoe, a broken ring, and a shaving from a coffin maker's shop leads to a 
solution which will involve innocent people as well, and the discretion Bony exerts 
gives a different twist to a dependable tale. 


July 25 v 


Grey, Zane Harper 
THE DUDE RANGER $2.50. 


The "barrel" yields still another opus from the grand daddy of the Western 
genre. There's the polish of practice, but it lacks the pace of today's Haycox or 
Max Brand. This story has a Horatio Alger twist, as it tells of an Iowa dude who in- 
herits from an uncle a degenerating ranch in Arizona. Incognito, he arrives on the 
scene, planning to indict the foreman, but ends up forgiving him and marrying his 
red-headed daughter. 


McMullen, Mary | , . Harper 
STRANGLE¥ HOLD $2.50 


A smooth dressmaking job for deadly doings in an advertising agency in Rocke- 
feller Plaza in New York City. New copywriter Eve drops right into the excitement of 
two killings, is run through the mill of investigation along with top executives, and 
suffers over a high tension romance. Lt. Grace of Homicide does a thorough backe- 
tracking job to come out with the right answer. Good glamour. 


August 1 


Nelson, Hugh Lawrence Rinehart 
GOLD IN EVERY GRAVE $2.50 


Jim Dunn, out in Peak City (Colorado), has trouble collecting from a client 
when he is killed- having willed his money to a young girl with the proviso that she 
marry within three weeks. Il) feeling and suspect reputations, the lure of and lust 
for gold provide the incentive for this killing and the others which are to follow.... 
Diamond in the rough. 


August 2 


Carey, Bernice Doubleday 
THE BEAUTIFUL STRANGER $2.50 


Not, strictly speaking, a murder-mystery, though there is a murder and there 
is a mystery. The real villain is Dame Gossip, as she makes herself busy with the 
name and fame of a bride, whose beauty baffles the fellow mill workers who cannot see 
how Jim got her, and causes suspicion and resentment in female hearts. A man is killed. 
The mill operatives, the executives, all wish to turn suspicion away from the instiga-~ 
tors of unrest in a struggle for a new union set-up, and "the beautiful stranger” is 
the scapegoat. The solution is left to the reader's imagination- as it is to the con- 
science of those who guess the identity of the murderer, and the authorities presumably 
pigeonhole the case as "Unsolved". Interesting as a cross sectioning of a mill town, 
near San Francisco. 


Dean, Amber Doubleday 
AUGUST INCIDENT $2.50 


Crime Club item - added factor for pushing this new Amber Dean to the fore. 
Ingenious trick for a kidnapping lifts it out of the rut, but the exploration of the 
mystery leaves a good deal to be desired. A homey touch in the Finger Lakes rural back~ 
ground, with Max and Maggie, and spinster Abbie, Orville Smith, Treasury man, and 4 
flock of F.B.I. minions combining forces to close in on an incredible couple who have 
worked out a new approach to this most despicable of crimes. Readable enough but not 
up to Amber Dean's best. 
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August 6 


Cunningham, A. B. Dutton 
WHO KILLED PRETTY BECKY LOW? $3.00 


Backwoods sheriff Jess Roden's slow methodical sleuthing - not always a full 
step ahead of the slow methodical reader -uncovers the mystery of the stabbing death 
of a solitary virgin and the subsequent death of another unfortunate woman who knew too 
much. A greedy banker, blackmail, the problem of missing cash, a pair of lovers, two 
nervous women, and a hound dog are much in evidence. Plot could do with more thickening. 


O'Mara, Jim Dutton 
FREE GRASS $2.50 


The big ranchers and the little nesters are at it again--with the usual outlaw 
band busily buttering its bread on both sides. Bitter, down and out drifter Jim fleet- 
ingly flirts with the bad ‘uns, but ends up with the rich rancher's daughter safely 
signed and sealed. Above average but not by much. 


August 8 


Garve, Andrew Harper 
BY-LINE FOR MURDER $2.75 


* Again the superior touches shown in Wo Tears For Hilda gnq Fontego's Folly 
are used to point up a paranoiac's drive to destroy. Jessop is bypassed for the post of 
foreign editor for his Fleet Street newspaper and becomes his own agent of justice by 
means of a hidden store of cyanide. C.I. Haines, of the Yard, whittles 200 suspects down 
to 68, then to a handful before he can catch up with insignificant, messianic Jessop. A 
slow but small grinding expertise. 


Ernst, Paul M. S. Mill 
HANGMAN'S HAT $2.50 


Some jangling entanglements which end in murder when Bill Harper relaxes his 
custody of his friend, Brooke Leighton, and finds that Brooke- on a big binge- is im- 
plicated in the death of a showgirl. Bill's search for Brooke deadends again but es- 
tablishes the evidence he needs...A bright boy bounce which is just as apt to be a dull 
thud. 


August 10” Ay et 


Herrington, Lee Simon & Schuster 
CARRY MY COFFIN SLOWLY $2.50 


Barney Moffat, investigator for the County Attorney ( and cover-up man for his 
chief's frailties ) again involves himself in a case where his human sympathies are at 
war with common sense. A murder is committed and another narrowly avoided before he runs 
a safe cracker's assailants to ground. Shady doings and "the love of money" once again 
"the root of all evil". Fast paced, a bit on the tough side, ably plotted. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25 ) 


Bromfield, Louis - WILD IS THE RIVER Highsmith, P. - STRANGERS ON A NIGHT TRAIT? 
Cerf, Bennett - SHAKE WELL BEFORE USING Innes, Hammond - RUN BY NIGHT 

Cronin, A. J. - THE CITADEL Marquand, John P. - REPENT IN HASTE 
Forester, C. A. - CAPTAIN HORATIO HORNBLOWER Maugham, W. S. = THE NARROW CORNER 
Fowler, Gene - THE GREAT MOUTHPIECE O'Rourke, Frank - BLACKWATER 


Short, Luke - VENGEANCE VALLEY 
DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Baum, Vicki - ONCE IN VIENNA Franken, Rose = YOUNG CLAUDIA 

Coxe, G. H. - THE GLASS TRIANGLE Gray, Zane - WESTERN AWARD STORIES 
Christie, Agatha - THE SAD CYPRESS Marshall, Edison =- LOVE STORIES OF INDIA 
Fox, James M. - THE GENTLE HANGMAN West, Ward - TROUBLE VALLEY 


GARDEN CITY BOOKS for July 106 


Combined volume = Frankl, Lee = HOME REPAIRS MADE EASY and Evans & Sara - 101 WAYS 
TO. INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME ($4.95) 


$1.00 Each 
Sibley, Hi - MERRY OLD MOBILES ON PARADE White, Nelia Gardner - THE PINK HOUSE 
(Original) Winsor, Kathleen - FOREVER AMBER 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Dollar Books 


Moravia, Alberto - TWO ADOLESCENTS Foster, Freling - KEEP UP WITH THE WORLD 
Movie Tie-Ins 
Ferber, Edna - SHOW BOAT ($1.25) Grey, Zane - THE MAVERICK QUEEN ($1.25) 


Forester, C. S. (Each $1.00) - MR. MIDSHIPMAN HORNBLOWER, COMMODORE HORNBLOWER, LORD 
HORNBLOWER, SHIP OF THE LINE, BEAT TO QUARTERS, FLYING COLOURS 


Specials (Each $1.49 ) 


Calley & Levin - COMPLETE COURSES IN Morgan, A.P. - TOOLS AND HOW TO USE THEM 
CIVIL SERVICE ($2.50) Myers, John M. - THE TOMBSTONE STORY 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Mentor: ($.35) = Sanderson, Ivan T. - HOW TO KNOW THE AMERICAN MAMMALS 


Signet (Each $.25) 


Bissell, Richard - A STRETCH ON THE RIVER Foote, Shelby - FOLLOW ME DOWN 
Ermine, Will - BUCKSKIN MARSHAL Knight, Adam -STONE COLD BLONDE (8/1) 
Markowitz, Arthur - THE DAUGHTER 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


Carnegie Dale - HOW TO WIN FRIENDS AND Gardner,E.S.- THE CASE OF THE GOLDDIGGER'S 
INFLUENCE PEOPLE PURSE 

Davis, Frederick C. = THE DEADLY MISS ASHLEY Gunn, Tom - THE SHERIFF OF PAINTED POST 

Dunn, Dorothy - MURDER'S WEB McCoy, John P. - BIG AS LIFE 


Falstein, Louis - FACE OF A HERO O'Mara, Jim - WALL OF GUNS 
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MUST BOOK 


August 6 


Keith, Agnes Newton Little, Brown 
WHITE MAN RETURNS $4.00 


*The sustained loyalty of the increasing ranks readers of Agnes Newton Keith 
can be counted on for this, her third book, which combines the muted impact of her 
prison camp book, 7hree Came Home, with the warm humanity, the gift for conveying a 
sense of background in Land Below the Wind. Those who read her first in this new book 
will feel compelled to read the others, for the links are strong, both in mood and 
factual content. The Keiths are back again in North Borneo, making their contribution 
to this farthest outpost of Britain's colonialism at its best. While her husband's job 
has to do with conservation and lumber, his role is many faceted, and among them ( for 
the little ‘ua2", George, whose early life might have been wholly conditioned by imprison- 
ment, plays no small part in it ) their greatest contribution during the years of post- 
war rehabilitation is to demonstrate the power of the brotherhood of men. This is a 
book made up largely of brief vignettes of the people whom they helped- and who helped 
them; of incidents that contributed to the reestablishment of a shattered civilization; 
of evidence that colonial administrators could see natives first as people; of the draw- 
ing power of this "land below the wind". 


Two Books of Distinction 


Advance interest and the challenge latent in the seeming contradiction of the subtitle, 
THE MAGIC PEOPLE, An Irishman Appraises the Jews by Arland Ussher (Devin~-Adair), assures 
a head start to this title...Critical reception and first edition value will launch 
Thomas Wolfe's A WESTERN JOURNAL (Univ. of Pittsburgh) with some degree of fanfare. 

See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
June 25 ad ei Q a : x 


Ussher, Arland Devin-Adair 
THE MAGIC PEOPLE $2.75 


Subtitled An Irishman Appraises the Jews, this psycho-philosophical wrestling 
with the tragic evil of anti-Semitism is sure to attract attention, particularly from 
the ethnic groups mentioned. With none of the nervous pussy footing which characterizes 
Jewish and Christian religious leaders bound to please their followings yet bowing po- 
litely to the sacred religious beliefs of the other, the author takes a mighty breath 
and in a over rich,often poetic style probes the ethnic, ethical reaches of the Jewish 
religion; the Western adaptation and later rejection of Jesus, "the Wonder of the Magic 
People"; the anti-Christ hatred of the Christian which resulted in years of brutal per- 
secution of the Jews; and that Christian urge to destroy the conscience, unconsciously 
symbolized for him in the Jew. 


Mr. Ussher wastes no time proving that anti-Semitism is wrong - in a series 
of sword blows it is trod upon for the ugly evil it is: but there will be many who will 
,find much to discuss in his often brilliant, often overly breezy analysis of Christian 
Qu Jewish character. However, in spite of inevitable clerical disquiet concerning the 
analysis, the author's chapters about the character of the Old Testament and the nature 
of Jesus, the young Messiah, contain many sensitive and lovely reflections. Neither 
Christians nor Jews should miss the experience of reading this stimulating book. 
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June 28 
Chippendale, Capt. Harry Allen Houghton, Mifflin 
SAILS AND WHALES $2.75 


While mostly a detailed memento of the last days of whale hunting, this wan- 
ders off towards the end into activities outside that field,- in pharmacy, in two 
world wars, in other briny deep adventures. The whole background that led into whal- 
ing offers a personally documented picture of a bygone era. The author was the son 
of a whaling skipper, was born at sea aboard the bark Alice Knowles in 1879, brought 
up on St. Helena where his father was U.S. Consul in the years when it was rendezvous 
of the whaling fleets of the South Atlantic and the boy learned to know the ships and 
their masters, their reputations and their catches, all part of the portrait of the 
times. 


So, too, is report after report of the various barks and schooners on which 
he sailed - the Canton, which gave him confidence because it was a homey ship, the 
Mermaid, the Falcon, Wave, the Clara L. Sparks (a mutiny here), the Greyhound a stormy 
home, and the Sunbeam a hellship, and others which fitted into the Spanish-American 
War, and cruises other than whaling. There are the whales and their catching, dan- 
gers of the cost of a heavy cargo and the aspects of various ports, seas, shipmates 
and officers - there is a bountiful plenty for the adventure minded, interested in 
the splendor of a vanished, cosmopolitan industry. Beyond the excitement of the stor- 
ies of the whale chase and kill, there is his further career in the Canadian and 
United States Navies. A man's book of factual, personal experiences, this should 
have a :definite market. Introduction by Henry Beetle Hough. 


July 1 


Wolfe, Thomas Univ. of Pittsburgh 
A WESTERN JOURNAL Pre-pub-$2 .50;Post-$3.00 


* What will probably be the last volume from one of the most important and 
certainly most controversial of modern American writers, this is the hurried diary 
kept by Wolfe during a motor tour of the northwest national parks,the chief area of 
the United States he had previously not seen, during the closing months of his life. 
These notes were to have provided the basis for a new book tentatively titled 4 West- 
ern Journey Of which he wrote:- "It is really a kind of tremendous kaleidoscope that 
I hope may succeed in recording a whole hemisphere of life and of America". This 
first brief draft of the book death intercepted indicates the probable success had 
the larger work been finished. He set off with two friends in a white Ford; he 
noted sunbaked desert towns backdropped by distant blue mountains as they journey 
away from the Coast, the tinsel joys of vacationing school teachers, the sound of 
waitresses' voices under his window when he woke, an old snaggle-toothed man at 
the brink of the Grand Canyon with his pajama-slacked daughter; characteristically 
he noted statistics that fascimated him- “we made 210 miles today"; the incongruous 
presence of a modern swimming pool in a desert oasis. Rough and disorganized as the 
notes are, they still sustain the power of Wolfe's prose-poetry, the sharpness of 
his observation, his pleasure in people he met or noticed along the way. End paper 
maps planned. A specialist market. 

July 2 





Oxford 


Carson, Rachel 
THE SEA AROUND US $3 -50 
* A wonderfully effective little volume about the world's last frontier of 
mystery and darkness,- the great oceans, in which the author proves herself both 
scientist and stylist. While neither sensational nor sloppy with her facts, Miss 
Carson writes with clarity and controlled simplicity that makes her story available 
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even to the uninitiated layman. She begins with the encompassing "mother sea" that 
once covered the whole earth, and from which the first forms of life evolved; she 
goes on to record briefly the changes of the great geological periods, the present 
characteristics of the seas, the tides, winds, currents. There are, too, chapters on 
isolated wonders such as the birth of volcanic islands. Chapters from this book were 
condensed into a profile of the sea for the Yew Yorker. Miss Carson, who is also the 
author of Under the Sea Wind, has given us an exquisitely imaginative book, rooted in 
first rate scholarship, in a field that has not been over-explored. 


July 9 
Rodgers, Richard & Hammerstein, Oscar Random House 
THE KING AND I $2.50 


In book form, the text of the musical extravaganza made from Margaret Lang- 
don's Anna and the King of Siam Its popularity bids fair to rival that of Oklahoma 
and South Pacific and the critics and playgoers unite in 100% enthusiasm. 


July le 


Essipoff, Marie Armstrong Rinehart 
MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR FOOD FREEZER $3.00 


*Resistant as I am to the idea of adding a home freezer to my week-end pre-0ce- 
cupations, Mrs. Essipoff almost persuades me. She is herself convinced that everyone 
should have one; that almost everything can be put into it; that it is a time-saver, 

@ money-saver and a necessity for a wholly efficiently run menage. She discusses prob- 
lems of packaging, of what to buy and where and when, of "stockpiling" for emergency 

and for economy, of foods to plant and freeze, of foods on the hoof to raise-for ulti- 
mate consumption. She takes various facets of food preparation, always with an eye on 
preparing extra for freezing, particularly in the case of soups, croquettes, leftovers, 
breads, cakes, pies and ice cream. She has surprise items, such as whales ( yes, whales- 
not used whole! )- tomatoes, peppers and onions ( generally thought non-freezable), mush- 
rooms in season, and so on. I culled some recipes for immediate testing, whether I 
freeze or not. Trade names and sources of supplies make this a very practical book for 
every food freezer, home variety or professional. 


July 13 


ZOlotow, Maurice Random House 
NO PEOPLE LIKE SHOW PEOPLE $3.00 


Candid camera profiles of eight of the unique performers of our day highlight 
the personality quirks, expressions of individuality and the basic talents which have 
helped them get to and keep at the top of their professions. Talullah Bankhead in all 
her flamboyance and mastery of theatre; Jimmy Durante and his cult of disparagement; Jed 
Harris whose eruptive spleen has earned him bitter enemies while his genius as a direc- 
tor is never denied; Jack Benny who epitomizes public humiliation; Oscar Levant whose 
abnormal sensitivity and psychological maladjustment have resulted in a life of hostility; 
Frank Fay, whose ignorance of his limitations has formed a pattern of success and fail- 
ure; Fred Allen who writes in his own footnotes to Zolotow's screening and Ethel Merman 
whose normality counterbalances all the rest. Here are anecdotes, incidents, and bio- 
graphy which are the background of professional and personal development and which are 
kept in thoughtful perspective. Entertaining and informative in its field. 
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July 16 


Yeutter, Frank A. S. Barnes 
JIM KONSTANTY $2.50 


Fourth in the publisher's Yost Valuable Player Series--one inaugurated with 
last year's bang-up biography of Brooklyn's Jackie Robinson. The standard has not been 
up to par in the subsequent Williams and Rizzuto volumes. This, too, devotes a bit 
too much space to the pitch-by-pitch rehash of the relief hurler's record 74 mound ap- 
pearances during the 1950 season, a chore that virtually won the Phillies their first 
pennant in 35 years single-handedly. There is a brief recount of Konstanty's early 
years as an orphan, his struggle through college and the many years he spent toiling 
in the minor leagues, as well as a chapter on his undertaker pal who helped him de- 
velop his "nothing" ball, but little of it rises above the level of the stuff forked 
out to fans in the sports pages of the daily paper. Sales will be confined to base- 
ball fans with the heaviest inevitably recorded around Philadelphia. 


July 23 


de Montherlant, Henry Knopf 
THE MASTER OF SANTIAGO and Four Other Plays $3.95 


A group of unusual and startling plays by the French writer, subject of im- 
passioned discussion in France but little known in this country. Even in translation 
the plays included here - The Master of Santiago, Malatesta, No Man’s Son and its se- 
quel, Tomorrow the Dawn, and Queen After Death = reveal the playwright's restless, 
flailing preoccupation with time-paralysing encounters between tired men and their 
self-imposed destinies. There are proud, unhappy royalty, bewildered bourgeousie, 
icily civilized courtiers, fathers, sons and daughters, lovely innocents - all reali- 
zed with a brilliant clarity in which incisive portraiture brings no distorting em- 
phasis. The plays are often discursive, and in the main, unpleasant in the preoccu- 
pation with socially, politically, sanctioned murder and spiritual aridity, but even 
in the reading, the dramatic values are evident. Translation by Jonathan Griffin. 

Earl, Lawrence Knopf 

YANGTSE INCIDENT $3 .00 
The Story of H. M. S. Amethyst 


Of a 300 foot frigate and her men who were caught between the Nationalists 
and the Chinese People's Liberation Army in April,1949, and of their 101 days of im- 
prisomment the author makes a stirring day by day report which comes close to the 
adventurous account of J/! Met By Moonlight. Here, however, instead of a mission is 
an innocent ship which took 53 hits, had 23 of her 183 dead and dying and 31 wounded 
from Communist battery placements on the shore of the Yangtse River. Identified, and 
with an abortive rescue from the Consort who tried to get her unstuck from the mud and 
escort her to the open sea, the Amethyst 's story, from official records and personal 
reports, takes in the actions of her officers, ratings and the Chinese attached to 
her personnel, the efforts to contact her and bring medical aid to her wounded, the 
stories of those who were evacuated and the final outcome of their ordeal. There is 
the successful arrival of a medical officer and the uninvited panel of civilian 
Chinese who sought part of his miraculous cures; the boredom that attended each hope 
of change and/or rescue; the contacts with Nationalists as well as Communists; the 
typhoon that preceded the tense - but successful - attempt to breakout of the im- 
possible conditions under which the ship's company existed, and the proud run in 
July to safety. Among the footnotes to contemporary history, this adds to the record 
of disasters suffered for a do or die finale. Not as school boyish as J// Met but 
still the Britannia of the cool, calm disdain of danger. Disaster end death, but 
conquer we must stuff of less than the usual Britishly reserved presentation. Hyper- 
tension. 











-288- Non-fi¢tion June 1, 1951 


July 23 


Holborn, Hajo Knopf @ 
THE POLITICAL COLLAPSE OF EUROPE $2.50 | 


A stimlating interpretation of recent European history in the nineteenth and | 
twentieth centuries and America's role in Europe during the present East-West conflict, \ 
by a Professor of History at Yale University. After a discussion of the political foun- 

dations of modern Europe and the conflicts in the balance of power in the early nine- 

teenth century, the rise of the German empire, and the age of imperialism, the author 

investigates the preludes, war years, and aftermaths of the two world wars. Throughout, | 
he claims that the failure of the United States to gain a realization of the fact that 

Europe is no longer a free, unified political group, and that the United States is ir- 

revocably bound up in the destiny of Europe - in which a Franco-German alliance should 

be a strengthening factor - is in large measure responsible for the present difficulty. 

Although there is bound tc be some heated disagreement with the author's emphasis upon 

separate European-American alliances, his minimizing of the potentials of the United 

Nations, and his wholehearted defense of the industrialization of post-war Germany, 

this is a soundly reasoned and documented study. 


July 31 


Florinsky, Michael T. Macmillan 
TOWARDS AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE U.S.S.R. $3.00 


A revised edition of a book published in 1939, which was then- and is still- 
too valuable a contribution to what its title suggests to be allowed to be forgotten. 
The exigencies of limitations on space necessitate the omission of a clear background 
analysis of successive changes of government which introduced the original volume, but @ 
in his introductory chapter of this edition he succinctly summarized the vital points. 
Objectively he handled both achievements and failures, he discussed the outlines of 
government planning and the attendant bureaucracy, the purges, the horrors, the growth 
of special privileges, the best, worst and middle ground evident in the U.S.S.R. today. 
The revisions are inter-text revisions, by way of additional material bringing factual 
content up to date, by way of comparative analysis of constitutional changes, amend- 
ments, labor legislation, development of basic tenets such as collectivization, the 
changed attitude towards the intellectuals, the scientiats,the church. He sees the goal 
as the elimination of the capitalistic environment- that is to say, what we know as West- 
ern civilization. A useful text for reference and study. 


Late July? 


Landman, Lyn & Amos Simon & Schuster 
PROFILE OF RED CHINA $3.00 


This is unquestionably a ticklish book to handle at the present moment of 
high blood pressure over Communist China. And yet it is the most objective and unim- 
passioned close-up of China under Mao that has been given us. As journalists assigned 
to cover these pregnant years, journalists with a keen sense ofdrama, of human interest, 
of fair play, the authors have succeeded in presenting a portrait of China that rings 
true. They feel-in final analysis- that here is an accomplished fact, a government in 
power that represents the majority, not only of the peasants and workers, but of the 
businessmen, the industrialists, the intellectuals. That no refusal to recognize Mao's 
government as the actual government will change the picture. That what we need is to _ 
know how Mao has met the terrific problems posed by the aftermath of Chiang's detested 
autocracy, the disasters of storm and drought and disease, the problems of money, of 
taxes, of inflation, the need for raw materials to start the wheels of industry and pro- 
duction; of the mistakes made and the achievements. They discuss the channels of propa- 
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ganda,- theatre, films, movies, press, story tellers; the steps in education designed 
to eliminate illiteracy- and again the errors and the accomplishments. 


Part of the picture is perhaps over-optimistic, as one gets a feeling that 
much of the trial and error is behind them, and only the crisis of war clouds hamper- 
ing their advance. Over-optimistic, too, the impression that Soviet tutelage and in- 
tervention is temporary, though the authors support their thesis with convincing evi- 
dence. In analyzing the foreign policy, they turn back to a history of China throttled 
by foreign powers,fearful equally of a democracy identified with imperialism, or a 
Soviet that may wish to extend influence too far. The concessions Moscow has apparent- 
ly made seem hopeful signs to the Chinese, a reaffirmation of Chinese sovereignty, 
while the actions of the Western powers seem to be closing them in with a cordon sani- 
taire. The authors feel that in the future we'll continue to lose battles and alienate 
former allies if we do not learn to read the significance of the Chinese Revolution. 
Challenging and controversial. Watch it. 


August /3 


Crankshaw, Edward Viking 
CRACKS IN THE KREMLIN WALL $3.00 (2) 


Like his Russia and the Russians back in 1948, this is written objectively 
and dispassionately. Like that closely reasoned book, this too seems to hew to a 
somewhat optimistic faith that territorial expansion is not part of an inevitable pat- 
tern. He gives a heartening picture of a fumbling, planless Kremlin policy, rooted in 
Stalinism rather than Communism,and designed= at present- to get what can be got while 
avoiding war. He goes back- historically- to Leninism, and without any glamorizing of 
the figure of Lenin, shows how the developments under Stalin have their roots in Lenin’s 
basic materialism and lust for power as he distorted Marxism to his ends. Lenin gave 
the Bolshevists their policy and their teeth. While he claims that he has high regard 
for the Russian people, he does not spare them in his feeling that they have consist- 
ently chosen absolutisn. 


The fundamental thesis of the book is the case against the Soviet regime, 
what it is and how it came to be, and the steps by which the Cold War became the ex- 
ternal evidence of Stalin's policy. He analyzes what he feels indicates disintegration, 
evidence of improvisation not long term planning, deterioration of the Communist Party 
as such, loss of hold over the peasants, the ranks of labor, the fifth column in sat- 
ellite countries, the failure of the gamble on the home front. Let's hope he has not 
fallen into the danger he warns against, the danger of wishful thinking....Not easy 
reading, but worth the concentration demanded. 


August 77 


Walton, Harry McGraw-Hill 
PLASTICS FOR THE HOME CRAFTSMAN $4.00 


Report repeated from Page 118 of the February 15th bulletin, as follows: "A 
how-to hobby book clearly indicates the variety of projects that the acrylics offer 
the craftsman. Catalin, Tenite, Marblette, Bakelite, Plexiglas, Lucite and the way 
to buy them, how to care for the material, the tools needed to work with them, the pat- 
tern and the layout, the cutting out and assembling and descriptions of different kinds 
of projects- all are clearly set forth for either a beginner or a practised hand. There 
are further chapters on polishing, coloring, shaping, carving, and the specialization 
that poured plastics need. Illustrated and with diagrams, this will be useful in a 
little covered field." 
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TWO LATE ARRIVALS- Practically Published 


Lipman, Jean Oxford 
AMERICAN FOLK DECORATION $10.00 


* A beautiful book- and a practical book as well, with diagrams and patterns 
for stencil cutting and free hand decoration, and instructions by Eve Meulendyke. Miss 
Lipman's book American Primitive Painting established her as not only an authority in 
the field of American folk art, but as a scholar who had also the gift of communicating 
her knowledge and her enthusiasm. This book, which touches on many phases of folk de- 
coration, confirms this earlier impression. Furniture, accessories, fabrics, tinware, 
architectural decoration, coach and sign painting, fractur- these are the main divisions 
into which the text falls. In each section, there is something of both historical and 
geographical background, of the various expression to help in the choice of appropriate 
design; something too of the technique leading up to detailed instruction and procedure. 
Illustrative plates, photographic and some in color ( 180 in all) along with about an 
equal number of line drawings, make this a stunning looking book as well as an inspiring 
how-to-do-it book. (6/7) 


Barber, Edith Ms Sterling 
THE PARTY SAMPLER $1.50 


Companion volume to the popular Spice Sampler, bound=- like that- in heavy 
board and gay pastedown, with sample decorations ( sprinkles for cookies, cinnamon and 
sugar blend, and so on) in transparent envelopes inside the front cover. Here is a 
choice item for a gift for the next kitchen shower or bride's party, for a week-end 
gift to your favorite young hostess. Here are practical suggestions for small parties 
and buffets, for outdoor meals, for cooperative parties, for cocktail parties and after- 
noon teas, for evening parties, and for the more impersonal sort of church or club 
parties. Ideas on planning, marketing, decorating, on the etiquette of entertaining, 
on what to serve- and how, and a generous "sampling" of recipes. Decorative illustra- 
tions. (Publ.) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN PRICES, DATES AND TITLES 
Pa ge 


161 - Richer, C. - TI-COYO AND HIS SHARK - definite date 8/20 (Knopf) 

188 - Gregor, A. S. (J) = TIME OUT FOR YOUTH - from 6/19 to 7/3 (Macmillan) 

191 - Shaw, I. - THE TROUBLED AIR - from $3.50 to $3.75 (Random House) 

223 - Rosenau, J. N. -£d. + THE ROOSEVELT TREASURY - from 6/7 to 6/21 (Doubleday) 

22h - Kitson, H. J. - HOW TO USE YOUR MIND - from 6/13 to 7/18 (Lippincott) 

238 - Reilly, H. - LAMENT FOR THE BRIDE - definite date 7/13 (Random House) 

247 - Salinger, J. D. - THE CATCHER IN THE RYE - this is Midsummer Selection of 

the Book of the Month not August (Little, Brown) 

249 - Franken, R. - THE STORY OF CLAUDIA - title changed to CLAUDIA fhe Story of a 
Marriage: correct price $4.95 (Doubleday) 

254 = Young, S. - THE PAVILION - from 7/16 to 9/2? (Scribner) 

256 = Macgowan, K. - A PRIMER OF PLAYWRITING - definite date 7/13 (Random House) 


